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E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: FR, PINS 

SUBJECT: ACT FOR PREVENTION AND PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES 
AGAINST INTERNATIONALLY PROTECTED PERSONS (H.R. 15552) 
AND INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS ON THIS SUBJECT 

REF: STATE 265550 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . FOLLOWING IS UNOFFICIAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF NOTE 
RECEIVED FROM FRENCH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN 
REPLY TO OUR NOTE OF NOVEMBER 12, 1976 ON THE ABOVE SUB- 
JECT. 

QUOTE - THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PRESENTS ITS 
COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA AND, REFERRING TO ITS AIDE MEMOIRE 
OF NOVEMBER 12, 1976, BY WHICH THIS EMBASSY 
QUESTIONED THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT ON ITS INTEN- 
TIONS CONCERNING THE CONVENTION ON THE PREVEN- 
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TION AND PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES AGAINST INTERNAT- 
IONALLY PROTECTED PERSONS, INCLUDING DIPLOMATIC 
AGENTS, ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS ON DECEMBER 14. 1973 HAS THE 
HONOR TO CONVEY THE FOLLOWING CONSIDERATIONS: 
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THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS HAD THE OCCASION, DUR- 
ING THE DISCUSSION OF THE PROJECT ESTABLISHED 
BY THE INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMITTEE OF THE UNIT- 
ED NATIONS, TO MAKE KNOWN THE OBSERVATIONS THAT 
THIS PROJECT ELICITED ON ITS PART, MOST NOTABLY 
ON THE TECHNICAL SIDE. 

PUTTING THESE OBSERVATIONS ASIDE, THE FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT CAN ONLY STATE THAT RESOLUTION 3166 
(XXXVIII), BY WHICH THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS ADOPTED THE CONVENTION, SETS 
FORTH THAT "THE DISPOSITIONS" OF THIS RESOLUTION 
"WILL NOT IN ANY CASE BEAR PREJUDICE ON THE EX- 
ERCISE OF THE LEGITIMATE RIGHT OF SELF DETERMIN- 
ATION AND INDEPENDENCE - IN CONFORMITY WITH THE 
GOALS AND PRINCIPLES OF THE CHARTER OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS AND THE DECLARATION ON THE PRIN- 
CIPLES ON INTERNATIONAL LAW CONCERNING FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS AND COOPERATION BETWEEN STATES CON- 
FORMING TO THE UNITED NATIONS - BY PEOPLES 
STRUGGLING AGAINST COLONIALISM, FOREIGN DOMINA- 
TION, FOREIGN OCCUPATION, RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
AND APARTHEID." 

THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT BELIEVES THAT THE INTER- 
PRETATION THUS GIVEN TO THE CONVENTION EMPTIES 
IT OF ITS MEANING AND MAY EVEN LEAD TO A LEGIT- 
IMIZATION OF ACTS OF VIOLENCE COMMITTED BY CER- 
TAIN MOVEMENTS OPPOSING THE VERY PERSONS THAT 
THE TEXT MEANS TO PROTECT. 
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UNDER THESE CONDITIONS THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT DOES 
NOT AT THIS TIME ENVISAGE BECOMING PARTY TO THE 
CONVENTION IN QUESTION. END QUOTE. 

GAMMON 
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